'I'M A BUSINESS   MAN'

FIFTH   CENTURY A.D.

PERHAPS you will say this is the story of a failure,
But it only goes to prove what I've said for years, that
they've no business to allow all and sundry to be
citizens the way they do! My people, now, we're a
good Spanish family, citizens since Claudius* time (not
that he didn't overdo it, but Lord, it's nothing to now-
adays); there's always beenoneor two every generation
in the army, and I've a second cousin in the Senate at
Rome this very day* But I've stuck to the business
myself, and a very decent little business it is; I always
say the wine trade is the one thing you can be sure of.
My brother's in charge of the dep6t in Britain, where
we've a good sale most years.

Well, I was coming back from there late on in
autumn, when we ran into a storm and got carried up
channel, with the coast of North Gaul grim and black-
looking on the right. I'm no sailor myself, and the
best I could do was to keep out of the way while they
edged her along through the evening and the great
waves knocked her half over every minute, and by and
bye we could hear the roaring on the rocks nearer and
nearer, as we were beaten in. I'm not what you call a
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